2026 Faculty Research Proposal for UAMS College of Pharmacy Summer Student Research Fellowship


FACULTY INFORMATION:

NAME:  Kaci Boehmer, Michelle Hernandez, Chris Johnson
DEPARTMENT:	☒Pharmacy Practice
			☐Pharmaceutical Sciences 

LOCATION: Little Rock  


PROJECT INFORMATION:

TITLE:  Comparison of device education methods on clinical outcomes

LOCATION OF THE PROJECT:  UAMS Family Medical Center

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT OR SPECIFIC AIMS:  
Control of COPD and asthma is directly affected by the patient's ability to correctly and effectively use the inhaler devices that are prescribed to them. The clinical guidelines for COPD and asthma management recommend assessing patients' use of inhalers at each visit. Patients may also receive counseling at the pharmacy when the inhaler is dispensed. It is unknown how often patients are educated in either of these settings, or whether they receive inhaler education at all. It is also unknown what percent of patients can correctly use their inhaler device. 

Specific Aims 
1) Determine what percent of patients who are prescribed an inhaler have ever received counseling on its use. 
2) Identify in what setting patients are most likely to receive education. 
3) Ascertain what method of instruction is most effective.
4) Provide inhaler counseling to patients.


STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITIES/DUTIES FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT:
Prior to study initiation, students will receive education on use of various inhaler devices. For the study, students will identify patients being seen in the primary care setting each day for those who are prescribed inhaler(s). Students will administer a 5-question survey to qualifying patients. After survey administration, students will educate the patient on use of his/her inhaler device(s). After the study timeframe, students may assist in summarizing and analyzing survey results and reporting these results via poster and manuscript. 


ESTIMATED TIME FOR PROJECT COMPLETION: 12 weeks (≥8 weeks required)


DOES THE WORK INVOLVE ANIMAL RESEARCH?	☐YES
								☒NO

ORAL/POSTER PRESENTATION OPPORTUNITY:
Several local and national opportunities for posters. Potential local oral presentation opportunities.


MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION:
Student will have the opportunity to be a co-author on a manuscript based on contribution.
     
