2026 Faculty Research Proposal for UAMS College of Pharmacy Summer Student Research Fellowship


FACULTY INFORMATION:

NAME:  Aleda Chen, PharmD, MS, PhD, FAPhA
DEPARTMENT:	☒Pharmacy Practice
			☐Pharmaceutical Sciences 

LOCATION: Main Campus – Little Rock  


PROJECT INFORMATION:

TITLE:    Motivation to change the conversation? Using implementation science to facilitate the transfer of vaccination confidence science into practice   

LOCATION OF THE PROJECT:  UAMS | Virtual (all of the work can be done remotely if desired)

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT OR SPECIFIC AIMS:  
Vaccine hesitancy remains a significant public health concern, and effective provider–patient communication strategies are critical to improving vaccination confidence. While numerous communication tools have been described in the literature, their implementation in real-world clinical and community pharmacy settings varies widely.

The aim of this summer research project is to support a larger implementation science study by assisting with data extraction, synthesis, and qualitative analysis. The results of this work will contribute to understanding how evidence-based communication strategies can be effectively translated into practice to enhance vaccination confidence. 


STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITIES/DUTIES FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT:
The student will play an active role in supporting data extraction, synthesis, and qualitative analysis for a larger implementation science research project focused on provider–patient communication strategies to address vaccination hesitancy. 

Under the mentorship, the student’s responsibilities will include:
Extracting predefined data elements from eligible studies, including intervention characteristics, implementation drivers, fidelity indicators, and reported outcomes related to vaccination confidence
Assisting with the synthesis and categorization of extracted data using an established implementation science framework
Participating in the preparation, organization, and coding of qualitative interview transcripts from healthcare providers
Assisting with thematic analysis to identify barriers, facilitators, and readiness to change related to implementation of communication strategies
Attending regular research meetings to discuss progress, resolve discrepancies, and ensure consistency in data interpretation
Contributing to summaries of findings for internal reports, abstracts, or manuscripts
Through these activities, the student will gain hands-on experience in implementation science methods, qualitative research, and evidence synthesis. It is estimated that this will be 30 hours/week of work.

I would love to work with a student long-term on this project and provide opportunities for presentation and publication.


ESTIMATED TIME FOR PROJECT COMPLETION: 10 weeks (maybe more, depending on student’s interest) (≥8 weeks required)


DOES THE WORK INVOLVE ANIMAL RESEARCH?	☐YES
								☒NO

ORAL/POSTER PRESENTATION OPPORTUNITY:
Yes. The student is welcome to be the presenter for at least one poster presentation, likely at APhA, ACCP, or a similar venue (willing to work with the student on the venue). The student can be an author on all presentations related to this project.

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION:
I anticipate at least three manuscripts coming out of this project, with two of them directly related to the summer work. The student is welcome to have authorship on all manuscripts, providing they meet the criteria for authorship.  
