2026 Faculty Research Proposal for UAMS College of Pharmacy Summer Student Research Fellowship


FACULTY INFORMATION:

NAME:  Megan Smith, PharmD, BCACP
DEPARTMENT:	☒Pharmacy Practice
			☐Pharmaceutical Sciences 

LOCATION: Little Rock or NW  


PROJECT INFORMATION:

TITLE:  Listening to Early Practice: A Pilot Study to Develop and Validate Student and Preceptor Surveys Following the New Curriculum P1 IPPE 

LOCATION OF THE PROJECT:  UAMS College of Pharmacy, remote/hybrid data collection  

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT OR SPECIFIC AIMS:  
The UAMS COP launched a revised curriculum with an updated P1 Introductory Pharmacy Practice Experience (IPPE). To inform continuous quality improvement and faculty–preceptor–student alignment, we propose a mixed‑methods pilot to design, pilot test, and refine two survey instruments—one for P1 students and one for IPPE preceptors—administered immediately after the May IPPE block and again after the June/July IPPE block.

Aim 1. Define core domains and draft items assessing perceived preparedness, skill application, learning environment, preceptor support, feasibility of activities, and barriers/facilitators of the new evaluation forms. 

Aim 2. Conduct cognitive interviews and a small pilot administration with May IPPE participants to assess item clarity, response processes, and preliminary psychometrics 

Aim 3. Synthesize actionable feedback for rapid-cycle improvements to the IPPE and preceptor development, and prepare products for dissemination (poster/manuscript; internal report to Dean’s Office and Experiential Education)

Early, structured feedback from students and preceptors is critical to ensure the new IPPE meets stated outcomes, is feasible in community settings, and supports learner progression. Developing brief, valid, and user‑centered instruments will provide a sustainable mechanism for quality assurance and scholarship around experiential education.




STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITIES/DUTIES FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT:
Conduct literature scan on experiential education surveys and IPPE outcomes; maintain annotated bibliography
Support working group logistics; draft and track item revisions
Assist with IRB submission materials (protocol, instruments, consent text)
Schedule and conduct cognitive interviews; transcribe/condense notes
Program pilot and main surveys in REDCap; test branching/logic

Preferred Student Skills: Interest in experiential education; basic statistics; professionalism with external partners; strong writing and organization.


ESTIMATED TIME FOR PROJECT COMPLETION: __10____ weeks (≥8 weeks required)


DOES THE WORK INVOLVE ANIMAL RESEARCH?	☐YES
								☒NO

ORAL/POSTER PRESENTATION OPPORTUNITY:
UAMS Summer Student Research Day (poster
Internal presentation to Experiential Education Committee and Dean’s leadership team


MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION:
Target journal: Currents in Pharmacy Teaching and Learning. Draft manuscript prepared by end of summer with submission by end of Fall 2026.    
